
Y ou learn a lot about a car
from the comments of others
- especially the negatives.
It's rare for any car to escape

some sort of scathing attack from the
highly opinionated professional auto-
motive nit-pickers we employ here -
but this Alpina Roadster S is one of
them. In seven months and just over
12,000 miles, scores of positives
replaced the moans.

Some of our testers thought the
black padding on the dashboard
ruined the style of the BMW original,

which has a long, sweeping slash of
plasti-metal. Others thought the
wheels a little tasteless - too big, too
dished, a tacky design, not suited to the
car. Same goes for the traditional
Alpina blue and green stitching and
interior badgework - a tad brash. And
there were colleagues who thought the
ride too hard and unsophisticated, the
steering too lacking in road feel: over-
light, not communicative enough and
over-assisted.

All bar the last two are matters of
personal taste, so we can mention them

and quickly move on. And little things
like awkwardly-placed window switches
are BMW's problem, not Alpina's. For
me, the steering was the only area you
could aim real criticism at, and that's
not to say it's bad. Far from it. It's direct,
easy to use and perfectly adequate for
99 per cent of normal driving. But
when you're pushing on, driving the
thing to the very limit, you feel you
could use more feedback and resist-
ance. And the ride - well, it lacks the
artistry of a Lotus Elise, but so does
every other car on the road. Most, when

pushed, thought the ride hard but not
uncomfortable and admitted that they
didn't really notice it. And unless you
were a real drifting hero, you wouldn't
notice the lack of a slippery diff, either.

That's the problem with long-terra
tests. The reports tend to concentrate
on the negatives. But let's be crystal
clear about this: when you fired up the
Roadster's glorious burbling straight
six and blipped the throttle once, all the
negatives disappeared. Never - not
once - in all the non-rainy days I drove
this car from home to work and back, or


